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HUME CRONYN

A
Isa part 1 can

Unassuming Canadian-born actor

rose to become a legend of the stage
and screen, in tandem with his wife
and frequent partner, Jessica Tandy

BY MARILYN BERGER

wme Cronyn, the Canadian
who Tose o become one of
the foremost character acs

tors of the American stage’

and screen formore thar 60 years,

died on ’wundny at his home in
Fairfield; Conn. He was 81

Mr. Cronyn, a compact; Testess

man who was once an *mmumr

boxer and: ined a fi =

the ‘Lunts and had “extravagsnl |

admiration”; for them: "But” e
sald, “the Lunts wern: fashionable

people- who - played brillidaty in
high comedy: We are totolly differ- |
ent personalities. We are bread’

and cheese to thelr mille-feuilles.”,
My, Cronyn remembered rond-
ing for the Lants in:1938;

“FH_never forget how much 1

wnmﬂl fo be a’ meétiber of theit
" he said. 71 auditioned

weight 127 ;mz.mds all his Jife, was

at home In evervthing from Shike-

and Chekhox to Albee and

ett) Aonong his notable Broad:

ceessos wore A Delicate Ral-

arce, The Gin- Game. :md Coward
in Trro Keys,

He was nominated-for an Oscar
for the 1944 film: Serenth. Cross
with Spencer Tracy, More then 40
years dater, when Hewis in his 708,
e won_{resh recognition pic Bim
as Jor Findey, oneof o gronpiof
oiderly peaplewho. seek eternal
youth in the popudac movies Gos

for The:-Sen Guil, When they cast
somoone - else, 1 went right to
Grand  Central Station,  took
train to Boston; nnd

lous plnv called TTere’s Ahmys
Hredze, 1twas a total Tathire.”
Forty years later, when the Cro

nyns 1ok the Pulitzer Prize.win: '

ning play . The Gin  Game . to
theatres . across: North. Anierdcn
Lynn Fontanne, then 90 ¥ o

went - backstagein - Milwauokes,

Wis,, 1o congratulate thenvon their

pcrfommnczc. When Mr. Crohyn

eoert and Cecoons TTe. R i

M T col iy

flis. performances’ eamed hir
four Tony: nominations, and he
won in 1964 a8 Polonius in Richard
Burten's Heamlet, In 1994, he and
his wife and frequent dcting pam-
m:r, Jessica: Tandy; mcci\ :

arhh»wmunr
thatyearx,

4
Now York, a msﬁng director at the
‘Theater Guil) supgpested he go into
summer stock; buthe sald she told
him,
time becausd you dont ook like
anythiny

He said, “1 1o}l this story to'stu-
dents heeause | hope it is encotr-
aging.” For i youny actor, he sdid;
the best hope is/that hie will walk
into an office and somebody will
say, Al you'nen lawwer, ora
newshoy,” oranything, 1 didn't
ook Hke anything and in'the long
run it turned gut o be the biggc«t
advantage Lhad,”

Reviewing, Triple; Play, in! 1959
Brooks . Atkinson, . critic. for: The
New York Thines, wrote: “Give M
Cronyn:. ;. wig, mustache and
plasses, and Be is about the best
character actor in the business.

Mr, {Cronyn said he ‘followed
one rule as an actor I yd'ne
devings thie <levil, louk for the angel
in b Hovouie mgthe angel
ook for the devil inhim,” Hc said

hesaws few pmaﬂds hetween his.

owm fife and the lives he depix:(ed
He said. "My idea of a loy ('ly partis

a part Lcan hide behind.”

Hedid some of his best “hiding™

with. Ms: i:mdy, to whom he was
married Yor 52 yeurs.. Their first
Broadway.* production togother;
The Fourpester, -in’ 1951, helped

make them the besttknowi acting

duo since Afred Lont and Lynn
Fomtanne,” though' there. - were
marked differences,

Where the Lunits were legends
on Rroadway and in reglonal thes
atres for sophisticated - deawing-
oom’ comedy; the Cronyns were
known for the ¢ s well as
well asthe exporing }
the avanttgarde phy
Reckiti: :

“Yiue may have: a. difficult

- nominated

failed tryout she said, “You know,
Mr.: Cronyn,’ A.lfmd mnde a mis:
take”

The Cronyn family
wi Hlume who made the mistake

. when he left a life of privilege in
{ g uncertainties ofthe =
hi

gral : .
basemcnts, the YM(A wherever”
“Eaifure is

= and did lots of floj
he mrm. {'s suceess that is the
He ome p,ml from this

‘self-inmcwd hazin .
_of the pre-eminent character ne-
. tors of his tmewith d I]airfotwrit- :

fngand directing.
Mz, Grony's. moth was & dei

sscendant of - the wealthy Labatt

brewery family; hix Tather, alsn
named Hime, was a Canadian fin-
ancierand o member of the House
of Commons, who expected his

youngest son to be a lawyer. The
younger Hume, bom on Jul 18,

1911,.in London, Ont;, was sent to
private 'schools where he sald he;
was miserable:

*1 was the stnallest’ tmy andsub.
‘ject 1o, chronic, bullying,” he said.

*That’s why' 1 leamned to box. i
was:pot out of an aj
ture but Thad to defen

N 1932 he: s:hosc‘w‘lzmve‘

McGHl University  in Montreal

‘aﬁcrhismplwmomymrmmmd :
Academy il

the American
matic Arts:
during that

Dra-

Olymipic boxing: toam, |
He recelved the ;m:sﬂgiou
tor Theater Asvard in 1961 “for oul
standing - contribution
theatre,” and with Ms,
given the Brandeis: Univexsity Cre~

ative Ants medal for a'lifetime of *
distinguished: achievement. . In.

1983, they . shared the, Common
Wealth' Award for - distinguished’
service: inthe “dramatic ants. In

1979, Mr. Cronyn and Ms. Tandy

were both clected o the Theater

Hall “of: Fame 'in recognhion of!
i B

nuted Tor Tonvs f At [T Gin Gane,

‘thotight. it

“Top o’ the Morming. 1949

People Wil Talk, 1951
Crowded Paradise, 1956 :
Stunrise at Campobello, 1960 i
CIoopatm 1@53

: Camma 1994
| Marvin's Room.

‘which hi als

" Prank: Richt was writing
‘legendary theatrical relationship,”

| again?

there wis nipver any professtonal

produced with‘ |
Mike  Nichols; baly’ Ms, Tandy
won, Mt Gronyn - insisted. thae

jenlousy. “Every triumph that Jos- .

sie has 1 feel in some otally illog-

cal way 1§ my whmmph, and. 1'hope

she feels that way 100." Ta.

Tandy there was nothing. illnglcnl
iyons SHks

Y were. acting as

hesy;
‘. husband and wife in The Petition,

the New York Times drama ceitic
wii “their

Cronyn:Tandy momaer:
as “on acting phenemenon now
unique in the Broadway theatre
and pnssibly Rever to come its way
Thati same | yoar,:
Timcss Mel Gussow called’ them
“two dutors at their sammit.”s

litcheow

Mm Tantw

Cronyn, it was u long d

minit, It began o
‘uﬁ witl uhitgpa;r{

o be the iy play cvar writtey
3 i s Eareer] MY Cre

movie, M. Gronyn zud
frc atrled After Ms;

bélongsto theatre

“1nall; Mr: Gronyn acted in’ mom
thun 30 feature films includin;, The
Ziegfeld: - Follies: (1946);::opposhe
Fanny Brice: The Beginning of the
Bnd (1947),in which he played the
rile:of Robert” Oppenhéiinier;
People Wil Talk (1851), iwith Cary
Grant, and Sunrise at Campobollo
{1960); in the role.of Louis Fows

In 1969, during. the filming of
There Was a Crooked Man; Cronyn

| was diagnosed as having cancer of

the eye.: His lefteyo was remnvcd,
and ‘almost without giving it a
‘(hought, he turmed immediately’ to
his next role on the stage, as Fla:
drian;VIL n filtns i the 1980%
- Honky Tonk Freeivay (1980}, Co-
coon (1984); Batteries Not Included
(1986}’ and. Cocoon; . The. Returt
(1988) — he played-opposite Ms.

S Tandy:

Hesaid that he found Rim easier
than the $tage; but less. satisFing.
Nevertheless, he said it was neces-
sary to acecept lucrative Gilm: parts
it he and ' Ms:: Tandy. were o do
plays: Ol Broadway at: wages: that
barely paid for'the car rental toget
them to thetheatre,

‘Although: Mr, - Cronyn® lived. - in

‘New York; the regional theatre ot

tracted ‘him. beeause it was there
that he could:play the'classi

though in 1964 he did Polonius 0
Broa inaproducton of Ham-

et that hroke mcords for the play

in:Mew York: his Richard {11, Harm-
let, Bottom and Shytock were: per-
formed out'of town, The New York
Times critic Clive Bames wrote in
1976 that he was' *a magnificent
Shylock™ inthe: Stratford: Festival
production | of. Thv Merchant. o
Venice, .|

In 1994, when he and Ms 'I‘:mdy
were:about te receive the Tony Tor
lifétime achievement, -he réfldcted
on hiscareer:

“Not having been on the stage
now {or eight: vears,” he said, “I'm
touched: that' somsbody - should

- have seen At to, give us this award.
C1like _making . delevision shows: )

ke making films. ‘But my heart
which is really

fome andmother.”
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