 HUGH FRANCIS LABATT  1884- 1956

Hugh Francis Labatt was born in 1884, in London, Ontario, the 4th child of john labatt ii and Sophia brown.    As a youngster, he was at Trinity College from 1898 to 1901. Previous to entering the School, he went to Lakefield as there was no Junior School at T.C. in those days. He was captain of the football and hockey teams and was a member of the first XI. Most of the teams were fairly good, even though, as is still the case, the School always fielded the youngest and lightest teams. 

During World War I, Hugh Labatt enlisted in the Canadian Field Artillery and was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. He was offered a commission but refused it. Later he was transferred to Force Headquarters and was sent to Russia with a detachment which was commissioned to investigate the death of the Russian Imperial family. He served for some time at Omsk and later became associated with the Czechoslovak forces.

He married Angela Pearce (aka Pierce) in 1931 in London, Ontario.   Prior to that, in 1915, he and his older brother john, took over operation of john labatt ltd. when his father died. Later, when John Sackville Labatt was kidnapped in 1934, Hugh was the point man in brokering his release and getting him back alive.  When John S died in 1952, Hugh took over as President of John Labatt Limited and of the Superior Transportation and Shipping Company.   He died 4 years later in 1956 with no children, causing him to will his house and property (named Endiang, meaning “Our Home” in Indian) to the University of Western Ontario School of Agriculture.   Endiang was a large and beautiful piece of property and Western University was thrilled to get it.    It was on a major Road in London, Ontario,  Highway 4 and Richmond Street. 

